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Abstract 
 
This study is analyzing the gender representation of liberal studies textbooks. Education 
Bureau suggested that Liberal Studies aims to arouse students’ attention on gender stereotypes. 
Recently researches have shown that more than 90% of students in Hong Kong are using textbooks 
to learn in liberal studies lessons. However, as the use of textbooks is not encouraged for Liberal 
studies, the textbooks review mechanism does not apply to liberal studies textbooks.  
 
This study aims to review 5 liberal studies textbooks available in the market. The study 
focuses on the coverage part and content analysis. The result shows that gender stereotype could 
also be found, in terms of the ratio between male and female characters, the domestic roles and 
social roles of characters depicted, as well as the activities taken up by the characters. 
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Chapter One: Introduction 
 
1.1 Background  
 
As one of the most developed cities in the world, Hong Kong is always considered as a 
livable city. According to Yoo (2012), the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) and BuzzData, a data 
sharing company, released a study in 2012, claiming Hong Kong as the most livable city in the 
world because of its green space, access to nature, the links to other major cities, and its precious 
cultural assets.   
 
Apart from the study above, the Human Development Report 2013 conducted by United 
Nations Development Programme (2013) (UNDP) also shows a similar result.  The report shows 
that Hong Kong is getting relatively desirable scores for the life expectancy, the access to 
education as well as the living standard of citizens. Besides, UNDP also looks at the gender issues 
by measuring Gender Equality Index (GII). Gender equality index is one of the four main Human 
Development Indices adopted by UNDP. Gender equality index focuses on women’s achievement 
in basic capabilities, also the opportunities women could have in the fields of economy and politics. 
The index ranges from 0 to 1. A lower GII value (i.e. a higher rank) indicates the lower level of 
gender inequality between men and women, vice versa. The gender equality index of Hong Kong 
always ranks relatively high comparing to other Asian countries and regions. In 2012, Hong 
Kong’s GII value was 0.079, positioning the region at 13 out of 187 countries and regions 
(Women’s commission, 2013, p. 67-68). Hong Kong’s GII seems to match with the core values of 
Hong Kong, which emphasize freedom, fairness, and respects for individuals.  
 
However, studies conducted by Hong Kong Equal Opportunity Commission (EOC) are 
showing another side of Hong Kong society.  With reference to the research conducted by EOC, 
Hong Kong media tend to emphasize on women’s body images. The research shows that a 
considerable amount of interviewees expressed their uncomfortableness with such gender 
representation, which would reinforce gender stereotypes of women as sexual objects, and the 
thought that women are being valued by their physical appearances (EOC, 2009). In addition, in 
another research conducted in 2012, it is also pointed out that currently Hong Kong is still heavily 
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influenced by the traditional gender norms, bringing huge impacts on males. According to the 
research, the construction of male identity in Hong Kong always associates with the ability to 
support the family financially. The research also mentions “hegemonic masculinity”, which was 
propounded by a famous sociologist R.W. Conell. It is suggested that because of the rapid social 
changes, it becomes more and more difficult for men in Hong Kong to achieve hegemonic 
masculinity. The failure of achieving hegemonic masculinity could bring harms to one’s 
self-esteem and self-confidence (EOC, 2012).  
 
EOC’s studies actually show that even Hong Kong is considered as one of the most 
developed cities across the globe, still, the concepts of traditional gender roles and gender 
stereotypes are firmly ingrained in our thoughts and our culture, bringing negative effects on 
individuals and the society directly and indirectly.  Indeed, Hong Kong government has been 
trying to tackle gender inequality by different means, such as the implementation of Sex 
Discrimination Ordinance and Family Status Discrimination Ordinance. However, prevention is 
always better than cure. Thus, gender issue should be a topic that worth studying in order to strive 
for a better society. Indeed, except for setting up laws to protect citizens’ rights, government paid 
effort in educational aspect. To improve students’ understanding about gender, when new senior 
secondary liberal studies was introduced in 2009, gender issue was included in liberal studies 
curriculum which would be elaborated more in following sections.   
 
1.2 Gender and gender identity construction  
 
According to West and Zimmerman (1987), it is suggested that gender is not a set of trait, a 
variable, nor a role, but the product of social doings of some sorts (p.127). Sharing similar ideas, 
World Health Organization (WHO) defines gender as the socially constructed roles, behavior, 
activities and attributes that a particular society considers appropriate for men and women. The 
distinct roles and behavior might cause gender inequalities (WHO, 2014). WHO’s definition 
stresses that gender is different from “sex” which mainly refers to the inborn biological differences 
between male and female. Indeed, these two definitions above are both emphasizing that gender is 
not innate; instead, it is being constructed socially through certain process(es).    
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Different scholars have already propounded various theories attempting to explain how 
gender is constructed. And it is believed that people would learn about gender and construct their 
own gender identities through various social agents, such as, family, peers, schools, media, and so 
on (Corrado, 2009 ). As one of the major social agents, school plays an extremely crucial role 
because students are spending a lot of time at school. In Hong Kong, most of the school-age 
children and adolescents are spending 7 hours at school. School becomes an important context 
where students observe, imitate, acquire, rationalize, and reinforce their attitudes towards gender. 
Chapman (2008) highlighted the negative impacts, relating to gender, that education may bring 
about. According to Chapman, bias is embedded in textbooks, lessons, and teacher interactions 
with students. This type of gender bias is part of the hidden curriculum of lessons taught implicitly 
to students through the everyday functioning of their classroom (as cited in Jou, 2010). Hence, in 
order to achieve gender equality, it would be beneficial if more attention could be paid on studying 
how schooling affects students’ attitudes towards gender.  
 
1.3 Gender and Textbooks 
 
As mentioned above, school is an important social agent affecting students’ attitudes 
towards gender. Many researchers and scholars showed their interests in analyzing how education 
influences students’ understanding about gender roles. Textbooks have been studied by different 
researchers throughout the years, because textbooks are always the main teaching and learning 
materials adopted by teachers. Also, apart from the teaching and learning during lessons, students 
also spend a lot of time on reading textbooks for revision after school. More importantly, students 
tend to consider textbook as authority, they rarely challenge the knowledge and values embedded 
in textbooks. Since textbooks are such influential to students, it is worth to investigate the gender 
representation in textbooks, analyzing if there are underlying gender messages or values 
embedded which contribute to the formation of gender stereotype.   
 
1.4 Objectives of the study 
 
The main objective of this study is to examine the gender representation in senior 
secondary liberal studies textbooks in Hong Kong. According to senior secondary curriculum 
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guide published by Curriculum Development Council, liberal studies is one of the core subjects 
that all senior form students are required to take the subject. It is suggested that at least 10%, which 
is slightly less than Chinese and English subjects, of the total lesson time should be spent on the 
subject. It implies that students would spend a considerable amount of time on the subject 
continuously throughout the four years of study (CDC, 2009). As Evans & Davies (2002) have 
already mentioned that students would perceive the social world through the gendered depiction of 
various social roles and states shown in textbooks (as cited in Yeung, 2013) . It is believed that 
teaching materials would somehow bring certain effects on students’ perceptions and attitudes 
toward gender.  
 
As stated, textbooks and gender are always the interests of researchers. In fact, there is a 
pile of studies done by different researchers and parties before. Yet, researchers tend to put an 
emphasis on the link between language and gender that many of the existing studies about 
textbooks and gender focus only on Language education. Also, since liberal studies is a relatively 
new subject Hong Kong, which was firstly introduced in 2009, there are still not sufficient 
researches done for investigating the gender representation in liberal studies teaching materials. 
Even Luk and Lai Yau (1988) released an influential study focusing on the gender roles defined in 
social studies textbooks in Hong Kong, the research was conducted 26 years ago. The result is not 
up-dated as those textbooks analyzed in the study are probably no longer available nowadays.  
Therefore, this study aims to fill the research gap, examining and comparing current liberal studies 
textbooks to those social studies textbooks in terms of gender representation. This study is going to 
look at the texts, photos and illustrations in the textbooks. By comparing the results to the previous 
study, it could be shown that if there are any progress, or regression, made regarding to gender 
issue in education.  
In sum, this study aims to: 
i. Examine the gender representation in current liberal studies textbooks for senior 
forms students in Hong Kong. 
ii. Compare the results to the previous studies, reviewing whether there are any changes 
throughout the years. 
iii. Engage in in-depth discussion and bring forward implications and suggestions for 
government, schools, teachers, and textbooks publishers.  
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Chapter Two: Literature Review 
 
2.1 Textbooks – the major teaching and learning resources in classrooms 
 
Throughout years, teaching material has been one of the most popular studying targets for 
educators and researchers. It might because teaching resources serve an important role in teaching 
and learning. Like what Lee (1997) had suggested, teaching and learning resources had influential 
impacts on teaching and learning. Appropriate teaching and learning resources could motivate 
students to learn, also provide students with comprehensive input, instructions for tasks, as well as 
systematic route for teaching and learning (as cited in Yeung, 2013, p. 8).  
 
Among various types of teaching and learning resources, textbook is always the dominant 
one in Hong Kong classrooms. According to the senior secondary curriculum guide published by 
Curriculum Development Council, there are five types of recommended teaching and learning 
resources, including textbooks, reference books, other printed materials, multimedia resources, 
school libraries, and community resources (CDC, 2009). Studies showed that textbooks appeared 
to be the major one in Hong Kong. Ho (1996) claimed that most of the primary and secondary 
schools adopted textbooks as their teaching resources, and more than 95% of sciences teachers 
(junior form) followed textbooks closely while teaching.  
 
Although textbook is not the only option for teachers, it is the most common type of teaching 
and learning resources because of the long history of textbook review mechanism provided by 
Education Bureau. The formal review mechanism seems to assure the quality of those reviewed 
textbooks (Legislative Council of Hong Kong, 2009). With reference to Education Bureau (2009), 
textbook review mechanism was set up in order to ensure the quality of textbooks. Textbooks 
would be submitted to Education Bureau by the textbook publishers, and being judged with the 
following criteria:  
 
I. Compatibility with the aims / learning targets / objectives / guiding principles laid 
down in the curriculum guide / syllabus;  
II. Coverage of the core learning elements as specified in the curriculum guide / syllabus;   
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III. Accuracy, clarity and relevance of information and data / concepts;  
IV. Appropriate and logical organization of content / sequencing of concepts;  
V. Inclusion of learning activities essential to achieving the learning targets; and  
VI. Language accuracy. 
 
Only the textbooks that reach satisfactory level could be included in the recommend textbooks list. 
The textbook review mechanism applies to most of the subjects under primary school and 
secondary school curriculums, for example, Chinese language, English language, Chinese history, 
mathematics, etc. However, the review mechanism does not apply to some subjects, including 
Visual Arts, Integrated Humanities, Literature in English, Liberal Studies, Technology and Living, 
Health Management and Social Care, and Music (Secondary 4 to 6). Education bureau claims that, 
because textbooks are not suggested to be used in these subjects for certain reasons, the 
government would not require textbooks to be submitted for review (p. 26-27).  In other words, for 
those subjects including NSS liberal studies, all the textbooks available in the market are not going 
to be reviewed, thus the quality would be questionable.   
 
Though liberal studies is being excluded from the textbook review mechanism, many 
schools still use textbooks for teaching and learning in class.  According to Chong (2012), despite 
the use of textbooks is discouraged by Education Bureau, textbooks still proved to be the dominant 
tool for teaching and learning. A research was conducted by University of Hong Kong in 2012, 
researchers sent out questionnaires to more than 300 teachers in Hong Kong, asking the teachers 
about their concerns and the learning methods of their students. Nearly 90% of teachers replied 
that they relied heavily on textbooks. Indeed, this research is quite alerting, because there is such a 
large amount of students learning from textbooks which are not formally and systematically 
reviewed by professionals. Considering the significant impacts textbooks could bring about, 
liberal studies textbooks should certainly be a target to be studied and analyzed.   
 
2.2 Problems of textbooks in Hong Kong 
 
There are several studies analyzing textbooks in Hong Kong. The previous studies revealed   
that, to certain extent, the current textbooks at secondary level are problematic. Some studies were 
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conducted, reflecting various problems in different aspects.  For example, researches showed that 
the textbooks demonstrate a deficit approach to understand youth, fail to present a well-structured 
arrangement of contents, as well as embedding hidden values and bias. 
 
2.2.1 Deficit approach to understand youth in liberal studies textbooks  
 
Chan & Ting (2012) analyzed six liberal studies textbooks relating to the module of 
Personal Development and Interpersonal Relationships, and the textbooks failed to align with 
the principles of liberal studies, encouraging multiple perspective thinking, and at the same 
time, sustained and intensified the deficit representation of youth .  
 
First of all, the study found that psychological approach to understanding youth 
played a dominant role in LS textbooks. 21% of the reference sources noted a biological 
approach to understand youth, 55% of them noted a psychological approach, while 24% of 
them noted a sociological approach (p. 535-536). Despite NSS liberal studies curriculum 
emphasizes on multiple perspective thinking skill, it was still found that psychological 
approach to understanding being dominant among textbooks, which violated the rationale of 
liberal studies (p.540).  Although it seemed that three approaches were included, in fact, only 
one particular approach was being genuinely focused.  
 
Chan &Ting (2012) argued that, the psychological oriented approach considered 
physiological development as a relatively fixed and predetermined sequence, while cultural 
and social factors were the major factors affecting teenagers’ normal development (p.535). 
Researchers claimed that such ‘deficit’ approach might make people focus only on asking 
‘what young people lack’ rather than ‘which social structures have gone wrong’. Hence, 
structural elements might be neglected in the discourse of youth issues. It might risk 
obscuring other root causes of youth problems (p.540).   
 
2.2.2 Problematic arrangement of contents  
 
A study was conducted in 2009, studying liberal studies textbooks from five major 
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textbook publishers in Hong Kong, which are Ling Kee Publishing Group, Hong Kong 
Education Publishing Company, Manhattan-Marshall Cavendish Education,  Logman, and 
Aristo educational press limited. The study examined textbooks relating to the module of 
Public health from the above publishers respectively. The content and the presentation 
methods were the focus of the study. It was found that there were several common 
problems those textbooks shared, including the problematic content arrangement and 
underlying values and bias ( Liberal Studies Research and Development Team, 2010).  
 
The researchers commented that all of the examined textbooks tended to lack a set 
of clear, logical and consistent criteria for arrangement of contents.  The information was 
not well organized. Some chapters seemed to be overlapping. The mind maps and concept 
maps were not consisting which would cause confusion. Overall, the textbooks could not 
serve as a basis for students acquire the multi-connecting and structured basic knowledge 
(Liberal Studies Research and Development Team, 2010).   
 
2.2.3 Hidden values and bias 
 
Apple (1992) commented that there would hardly be neutral textbooks, because 
being viewed as “legitimate knowledge” is actually a result of complex power relations and 
struggles among identifiable class, race, gender, and religious groups (p.4). Whether a 
particular topic being included, or excluded, in textbooks, and in what ways the 
information to be presented form a hidden curriculum, bringing inconspicuous impacts to 
the students. If people carefully look at the texts and images in textbooks, it is not difficult 
to find that there are underlying values presented in various ways.  
 
Lingnan University’s study found there were hidden values and bias underlying the 
content of the reviewed textbooks. The study mentioned several cases of bias. For instance, 
according to the textbook published by Longman, it was suggested that “it is more likely 
for the people with lower income to get sick, also they would have shorter life 
expectancies.”, in contrast, “people with higher income are not likely to get sick, they have 
good health condition, and longer life expectancies.”. However, in the textbook, this 
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statement was not supported by any scientific research or study.  Moreover, it was 
suggested that “people with higher education level tend to pay attention to daily diet, 
uphold active attitudes towards life, they are more capable to cope with risks and changes.”. 
Again, this statement was not supported by any researches or statistics. Researchers 
doubted that it might strengthen the negative stereotype of people with lower income 
( Liberal Studies Research and Development Team, 2010).   
 
The second bias is about culture and sex. With reference to the textbook published 
by Manhattan-Marshall Cavendish Education, it was suggested that “Traditional Chinese 
consider sex as a taboo, many of them think it is rude to discuss about it, and so they would 
avoid to do so.”. The statement was criticized by researchers for overgeneralizing and 
overlooking other variables that would affect people’s attitudes towards sex, such as time 
(i.e. different dynasties), regions, and different ethnic groups in China. Researchers 
questioned that the attitudes Catholics and Christians uphold could be even more 
conservative. Researchers claimed that this textbook was stereotyping “Chinese tradition”. 
It would maintain or even strengthen the bias that “Chinese culture” equaled to 
“old-fashioned and conservative” ( Liberal Studies Research and Development Team, 
2010). 
 
When it comes to values and bias, gender issue has long been the interest of 
researchers. In 1988, Luk and Lai Yau (1988) from Chinese University of Hong Kong 
released a study about gender roles in social studies subjects textbooks in Hong Kong. The 
result showed that the reviewed textbooks only devoted one-third of the content dealing 
with female. And the images of women were subservient and confined (Luk & Lai Yau, 
1988). The research showed that 33% of the text relating to female, while 69% relating to 
male. 33% of images were related to female and 67% were related to male (table 2.1).  
 
 Male Female 
Text 
Images 
69% 
67% 
31% 
33% 
Table 2.1: Representation of males and females in texts and images 
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Luk and Lai Yau (1988) further divided the characters and events mentioned in 
textbooks into six categories including 1. Male-active, 2. Male-passive, 3. Female-active, 4. 
Female-passive, 5. Neutral or unobvious, and 6. Non-living objects, to analyze the 
textbooks (p. 12). The research showed that regarding to the texts relating to males, 99% of 
the texts or images showing the males taking up the active roles. And regarding to the texts 
relating to females, 87% of the texts or images showing the females taking up the active 
roles (table 2.2) (p. 15). Researchers found that in 22 images, males take up the active roles 
while females are passive. Yet, only 12 images showing females taking up the active roles 
while males are the passive ones (p. 17). Researchers argued that the statistics emphasized 
the idea that males were being valued.  
 
 Male Female 
Active Passive Active Passive 
Text 
Images 
99% 
76% 
1% 
24% 
87% 
71% 
13% 
29% 
Table 2.2   
 
Researchers also analyzed the employment situation of female and male depicted in 
the textbooks. Result showed that while investigating the texts and images about 
employment in the textbooks, 77% of the reference sources portrayed male, while only 
27% portrayed female. This result was different from the real situation. Researchers claim 
that male took up 63% of the total employed population, while female took up 37% of 
employed population in reality. The result showed that men are being valued and 
emphasized when it came to employment (p.18). To summarize, researchers claimed that 
the textbooks did not accurately reflect Hong Kong society, and the gender roles portrayed 
in social subjects textbooks matched with, and even strengthened, the traditional gender 
stereotypes.  
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2.3 Liberal studies and gender stereotype 
 
Recent years, gender stereotype has become a topic that aroused public attention, especially 
after TVB’s reality series “Bride wannabes” being aired in 2012. Many scholars questioned and 
criticized the ideologies promoted in the program which describing single women as “leftover”. A 
professor of sociology at Chinese University, Susanne Choi Yuk-ping, commented that “Bride 
wannabes” considered single female as a social problem, which is a backward gender concept. 
Besides, advertising supporting the show played on women's negative images of their bodies to 
sell products. Choi criticized TVB as an irresponsible public broadcaster ( Wei & Chow, 2012). 
The public started to pay attention to gender stereotypes and bias, and whether media contribute to 
sustain and strengthen gender stereotype.  
 
 In fact, except for scholars and the public, Hong Kong government also concerns about 
gender issues, and aims to educate students about gender bias and stereotypes through liberal 
studies. According to the curriculum and assessment guide, students are suggested to understand 
gender stereotyped beliefs and behaviors, also , to learn how gender stereotype affects adolescents’ 
identity development within relationship (CDC, 2009, p.21) Liberal Studies Curriculum and 
Assessment Resource Package further explained that teachers were suggested to help students: 
 
I. Understand how gender roles affect people’s behaviors, and why traditional concepts 
of gender roles still affect the views and expectations presented by the media or 
adopted by some people.  
II.  Identify how daily interactions reflect gender role expectations in society and 
whether gender stereotypes exist. 
III. Identify what gender role expectations are reflected in the media, and reflect on their 
values and attitudes towards gender equality (EDB&HKEAA, 2013, p.26 - 27). 
 
Although it is not clearly stated in the curriculum and assessment guide that gender stereotype 
should eliminated, with reference to other documents released by Education Bureau, the stance of 
government is quite clear and obvious. According to Indicators for inclusion, it is suggested that 
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teachers should avoid gender stereotyping in offering subjects to students (Education Bureau, 
2008, p. 26). Besides, it is clearly stated in the Guiding Principles for Quality Textbooks that there 
should not be any bias in content, such as over-generalization and stereotyping. The content and 
illustrations do not carry any form of discrimination on the rounds of gender, age, race, religion, 
culture, disability etc., nor do they suggest exclusion (EDB, 2012).  
 
Although there are guidelines claiming that there could not be any gender stereotype and bias 
in textbooks, as liberal studies textbooks are excluded from textbooks review mechanism, it could 
not be ensured that the textbooks are bias-free. Studies about gender representation in the 
textbooks are needed, in order to bridge the research gap, monitor the quality of available 
textbooks, also suggest opinions for textbooks publishers for further improvement.  
 
2.4 Methods to analyze textbooks related to gender issues 
 
As discussed in previous parts, textbooks always bring huge impacts on students. Yeung 
(2013) claims that texts can instil values and beliefs which could make students develop 
gendered-based behaviors and attitudes towards gender, and self-esteem (p.11).  Furthermore, 
problematic perception of gender could affect students’ academic and professional choices as 
students might think that they are confined to certain roles and options which were presented to 
them (Ndura, 2004, as cited in Yeung, 2013, p.12). Looking at Hong Kong context, EOC (2000) 
claimed that actually gender imbalance could be easily found in textbooks, yet, the situation is 
improving slowly throughout the years. 
 
Looking at previous studies related to gender issues, there are a range of methods to study 
gender representation in textbooks. Yeung‘s (2013) study made a clear summary about the 
methods used in previous studies in the past decades. Early in 1970s and 1980s, content analysis 
was the most common approach widely adopted by scholars and researchers, focusing on the 
quantifiable features. Apart from content analysis, some preferred to include linguistic analysis 
and adopt critical analysis as framework. Others tended to look at specific aspects of the textbooks, 
for example, the dialogues, or the images in the textbooks (p. 13).  
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2.4.1 Content analysis 
 
As Yeung (2013) suggested that content analysis has long been the widely adopted 
methodology to study textbooks. In fact, apart from textbooks, content analysis is also 
being adopted to analyze other forms of communications including newspaper, pictures, 
encyclopedias, television, and literary publications (Tang, 1998, p.41). Ferman& Levin 
(1975) mentioned that content analysis is an approach to collect data. This approach only 
focuses on the communication which was already produced (p.50).  While using content 
analysis as methodology, both quantitative and qualitative approaches are emphasized by 
researchers. As Hoisti (1969) suggested, “both qualitative approach and quantitative 
approach must be used, in order to supplement each other. Thus the greatest insight could 
be gained by moving between these approaches” ( as cited in Tang, 1998, p.42).  
 
Among the studies about gender representation in textbooks, there are several 
aspects that researchers would pay attention to, including the coverage part as well as the 
content itself. Coverage normally refers to the quantitative part, such as the proportion of 
male and female characters appearing in the textbooks, male and female mentions within 
texts, the domestic and social roles of the characters. In contrast, content refers to the rather 
qualitative part such as the underlying values and bias embedded within the texts and 
images.  
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Chapter Three: Methodology 
 
3.1 Research questions  
 
This study aims at examining the representation of gender in NSS liberal studies textbooks 
in Hong Kong, and comparing the result to the previous researches studying gender representation 
mentioned in the previous chapter. In order to systematically look at the representation of gender in 
textbooks, and investigate if there are embedded gender stereotypes and bias, the following 
research questions are set to be investigated: 
 
I. What is the ratio of males to females mentioned in the textbooks (including texts and 
images)? 
II. What are the social roles and domestic roles of the male and female characters? 
III. What activities do male and female characters involve in?  
 
3.2 Data collection  
 
The present study is going to focus on the textbooks for senior secondary liberal studies. 
Although there are liberal studies textbooks for junior form students available in the market, the 
scope of current study does not cover junior secondary textbooks, as  liberal studies is not a 
compulsory subject in junior forms.  
 
This research would investigate the liberal studies textbooks relating to the module of 
personal and interpersonal relationship. Normally, a set liberal studies textbooks consists of 6 to 7 
textbooks covering the whole curriculum. Each book covers one module. According to curriculum 
and assessment guide, there are totally 6 modules. And the module of personal development and 
interpersonal relationship aims to help students to learn about self-images and self-awareness, 
appreciate the identity, roles and changes in different relationship, understand the similarities and 
differences between two sexes, gender roles and also social approval (Curriculum Development 
Council & Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority, 2007, p.17-18).  It is expected 
that students are going to perceive what gender roles are in this module, so it is important to 
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analyze how gender roles are presented and interpreted in the textbook of this module.  
 
There are 5 textbooks from different publishers are selected for investigation. The publishers 
being selected are 1. Aristo educational press limited (AEPL), 2. Hong Kong Education Publishing 
Company (HKEPC), 3.  Ling Kee Publishing Group (LK), 4.  Logman (LM), as well as 5. Times 
Publishing (H.K.) Limited (MMCE).These publishers are selected because Liberal Studies 
Research and Development Team’s research mentioned they are the major and relatively 
large-scale textbooks publishers in Hong Kong (Liberal Studies Research and Development Team, 
2010).  Chinese version textbooks are chosen for analyzing in the present study, because while 
comparing to English language, there are more students using Chinese language as their medium 
of instruction learning liberal studies. According to the document released by Hong Kong 
Examinations and Assessment Authority, there were 74568 candidates attended the public 
examination of liberal studies in 2013, and 88.1% of candidates chose Chinese version of 
examination paper (Hong Kong Examination and Assessment Authority,2013).  
 
Publisher Abbreviation  
Aristo Educational Press Limited AEPL 
Hong Kong Education Publishing Company  HKEPC 
Ling Kee Publishing Group LK 
Logman  LM 
Times Publishing (H.K.) Limited MMCE 
Table 3.1 
 
3.3 Data  analysis 
 
To investigate the gender representation in liberal studies textbooks, 5 different textbooks 
would be examined and analyzed. After collecting the data, the results would be compared to 
the study by Luk & Lai Yau , to see if there are any changes in terms of gender representation 
of textbooks throughout the years. In order to effectively compare the gender representation 
in liberal studies textbooks to the previous study, the methodology of the current research is 
designed with reference to the study by Luk and Lai Yau.  
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The present study is going to look at 5 different dimensions which could be separated into 
2 categories including coverage and content analysis. Coverage refers to relatively 
quantitative parts, dealing with the quantifiable features, while content analysis refers to 
rather qualitative parts, such as analyzing the content of written texts and images.  The details 
of methodology would be explained in the following parts.  As gender is the focus of this 
study, non-living, non-genderised or -unidentified data would not be considered.  
 
3.3.1. Coverage  
 
While studying gender representation in textbooks, it is important to analyze the 
frequency of occurrence of two genders. Occurrence could be determined through the 
quantification images, such as pictures, illustrations, photographs, and use of language, such 
as words and phrase or character (EOC, 1999).  When it comes to gender representation, 
coverage always matters, which affects people’s perceptions, values and beliefs towards 
genders. It is also suggested that the belief of male predominance would be reinforced if the 
teaching materials present the notion of male presence and female absence or male activity 
and female passivity (Sanders, Koch, & Urso, 1997, p.54). Vice versa. Therefore, in this 
study, frequency of occurrence of males and females appearing in the textbooks would be 
measured.   
 
(1) Images showing males and females  
 
The study is going to count the number of images portraying male and female 
characters in the textbooks respectively.  Images refer to illustrations and photos. Here, 
the results are showing (1) the number of images portraying at least one female 
character and (2) the number of images portraying at least one male character 
respectively. During the process of identification, some of the characters might not be 
easy for identification; researcher is going to make judgments considering characters’ 
names, characters’ conversations, and the captions of the images, while other features, 
such as hair style, color of skin, occupation, would not be considered. 
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For some images, there would be both male and female characters appearing in 
the same picture, in this situation, that picture would be counted for both categories. 
The studying is looking at the ratio between male group and female group, which 
would help to find out the frequency of occurrence of two genders. The data would be 
shown by the following table: 
 
Publishers 
Male Female 
Ratio 
No. of images No. of images 
    
Total    
Table 3.3 Table for data collection 
 
(2) Male and female mentions in texts 
 
Measuring male and female mentions means counting those parts of the texts 
which indicate the existence of males and females respectively, such as characters’ 
names, personal pronoun (ie. He, she). The unit of measurement would be number of 
lines of the written texts. The number of lines would be counted once no matter how 
many indicators of that gender being found in the same line. In short, the result here 
shows two findings, (1) How many lines of texts refer to the males, while (2) how many 
lines of the texts refer to the females. The collected data would be organized by the 
following table: 
 
Publishers  
Male  Female  
Ratio 
No. of lines No. of lines 
    
Total     
Table 3.4 Table for data collection 
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(3) Male and female characters appearing in images  
 
This study is going to count the number of female and male characters 
appearing in images respectively. There might be more than one characters in one 
image, then, all the persons appearing in the image would be counted.  Again, some of 
the characters might not be identified easily; judgments would be made by considering 
the characters’ names, conversations, and the captions of the images. Other features, 
such as hair style, color of skin, occupation, would not be taken account of. 
 
 Male Female  
No. of characters No. of characters 
  
Ratio  
Table 3.2 Table for data collection 
 
(4) Characters’ domestic and social roles 
 
Domestic roles refer to role with a family, for instance: father, mother, 
grandfather, grandmother, sister, brother and so on. And social roles refer to the role in 
relation to the society, that always associate with occupations, such as teachers, 
researchers, social workers, and so on. The study is going to analyze the domestic roles 
and social roles of the characters appearing in the selected textbooks. It is important to 
study characters’ domestic roles and social roles, as it is directly related to what gender 
roles are, and what social expectations are towards the two genders. Studying domestic 
and social roles of characters can always help to understand gender representation. 
 
3.3.2. Content analysis  
 
Quantitative data could effectively reflect which gender is being stressed and 
emphasized in the textbooks by looking at the gender ratio. However, sorely looking at the 
coverage part is definitely not enough. Besides, how the genders are being depicted is also 
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essential to analyze gender representation in the textbooks. 
 
(1) Activities undertaken by male and female characters in images 
 
In this part, images would be focused to study what kinds of events or 
activities male and female characters involve in. As previous studies had pointed 
out that gender stereotype would be found in pictures or illustrations in terms of 
the activities character involve in. For instance, sports activities portrayed in 
images tend to be undertaken by male characters (Luk & Lai Yau, 1988, p.19). 
The present study is going to analyze if there is any gender stereotype shown in 
the activities undertaken by male and female characters in images.  
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Chapter Four: Results and Discussion 
 
4.1 Images and mentions of  males and females  
 
As stated, the topic of this study is gender representation, thus, the following parts 
would not deal with non-living , non-genderised and unidentified images. In order to make 
meaningful comparison to previous study conducted by Luk and Lai Yau in 1988, the 
present study investigates images and mentions of male and females in liberal studies 
textbooks.   
 
The results here refer to (1) the number of images portraying at least one male, 
and (2) the number of images portraying female in textbooks. Interestingly, for MMCE, 
there are 57 images showing at least one female character, while there are only 55 images 
showing at least one male character. The ratio of male images to female images is 1: 1.036. 
Comparing with the other four textbooks, MMCE is the only one having more images 
portraying females than images portraying males, while the remaining textbooks tend to 
have more images portraying males.  
 
Publishers 
Male Female Ratio 
(Male to Female) No of images No. of images 
AEPL 106 101 1: 0.953 
HKEPC 68 51 1: 0.750 
LK 301 193 1:0.641 
LM 109 92 1: 0.844 
MMCE 55 57 1: 1.036 
Total 639 494 1: 0.773 
Table 4.1 Representation of males and females in images 
 
The result shows that the ratio between two genders varies among publishers, 
ranging from 1: 0.641 (LK) to 1: 1.036 (MMCE) (Table 4.1). Regarding to the number of 
images, AEPL and MMCE seem to have almost even distribution between two genders 
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which reflects, to certain extend, a rather equal representation of males and females. After 
calculation, the result shows that there are 639 images portraying at least one male, and 494 
images showing at least one female in the selected textbooks. And the overall ratio of male 
images to female images is 1: 1.0773 (Table 4.1). 
 
The present study also looks at male and female mentions within written texts. This 
part investigates how many lines of texts in the textbooks are mentioning males and 
females respectively. And the result shows that there are totally 1025 lines of texts are 
mentioning males while only 682 lines of texts are mentioning females. The overall ratio of 
male mentions to female mentions is 1: 0.665 (Table 4.2).  
 
Publishers  
Male  Female  Ratio 
(Male to Female) No. of lines No. of lines 
AEPL 184 139 1: 0.755 
HKEPC 236 145 1: 0.614 
LK 226 172 1: 0.761 
LM 265 142 1: 0.536 
MMCE 114 84 1: 0.737 
Total 1025 682 1: 0.665 
 Table 4.2  Male and female mentions in textbooks  
 
Again, the ratios vary among publishers, ranging from 1: 0.536 (LM) to 1 :0.761 
(LK). AEPL (1: 0.755) appears to have the most balanced gender representation in terms of 
written texts, while LM seems to have the most imbalanced one. Comparing the written 
text to the images in liberal studies textbooks, there is an even more imbalanced 
representation of males and females within the texts. After calculating and organizing the 
data collected, the following table shows the comparison of the present study (the overall 
result that takes account of all 5 textbooks) to the previous study conducted over 20 years 
ago (table 4.3). 
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 Male Female 
Ratio 
(Male to Female) 
Previous study 
(Luk & Lai Yau, 2008) 
Texts  (no. of lines) 1323 581 1: 0.439 
Images 131 67 1: 0.511 
The current study 
Texts  (no. of lines) 1025 682 1: 0.665 
Images 639 494 1: 0.773 
 Table 4.3 Comparison between previous study and current study 
 
Luk & Lai Yau released a study which focused on investigating gender roles in 
social studies subjects textbooks in 1980s. Luk and Lai Yau (1988) studied a set of social 
studies subject textbook. Researchers found that the textbooks only devoted 1/3 of content 
to females, while devoted 2/3 content to males.  The ratio of male-related texts to female 
related texts is 1: 0.439. And the ratio of male-related images to female-related images is    
1: 0.511 (table 4.3). Although the present study shows that there is still an uneven 
representation of males and females in terms of images and written text, throughout these 
years, the proportion of female-related content has already increased.  
 
4.2 Male and female characters appearing in images 
 
In order to make the study more sophisticated to see the whole picture of gender 
representation in textbooks, the study also counts the number of male and female 
characters appearing in the textbooks. The result shows that there are totally 1045 male 
characters, and 832 female characters being found throughout the five textbooks. The 
overall ratio of male characters to female characters is 1: 0.796 (Table 4.4). Showing a 
similar result as stated above, it is also found that MMCE having more female characters 
than male characters. The number of male and female character being found in MMCE is 
116 and 126 respectively. Matching with previous study by EOC, claiming that “Female 
characters appear less often than male characters but the extent to which this occurs varies 
considerably from Publisher to Publisher” (EOC, 2000). The present result shows that the 
ratio of male characters to female character varies among publishers, ranging from 1: 0.648 
(LK) to 1: 1.086 (MMEC).   
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Publishers 
Male Female Ratio 
(Male to Female) No. of characters No. of characters 
AEPL 237 227 1: 0.958 
HKEPC 155 110 1: 0.710 
LK 298 193 1: 0.648 
LM 237 172 1: 0.726 
MMCE 116 126 1: 1.086 
Total 1045 832 1: 0.796 
    Table 4.4 
 
Indeed, the ratios found in the current research are problematic, as it does not match 
with the reality. According to Women’s commission (2013), the population of Hong Kong 
in 2012 was 71,654,600, and the population of females in Hong Kong was larger than men 
population. The ratio of men to women is 0.869:1 (Women’s commission, 2013, p.5-6). 
Obviously, the ratio of male to female characters found in the current research fails to 
accurately reflect and match with the reality. This is problematic as textbook always serves 
as an important context for students to perceive the society.  And the more important 
concern is the problematic ideology being reinforced by such questionable gender 
representation, for example, the male predominance as scholars had suggested.   
 
Besides, it is found that male and female characters tend to be associated with 
certain topics respectively. For example, females are always being associated with 
compensated dating more than males. 3 out of 5 textbooks cover the issue of compensated 
dating. All the textbooks include cases, stimulations, or newspaper cutting about the issue. 
There are totally 55 female characters, while only 9 male characters being mentioned in 
relation to this issue. Also, the role of  “female” is being emphasized. In chapter 2 of LK, it 
is stated that “ the number of teenage girls involving in compensated dating has been 
increasing recent years.”. The whole passage does not mentioned males. In chapter 2 of 
AEPL and chapter 2 in MMCE, it is explained that “compensated Dating refers to teenage 
girls dating with male strangers for money.”, without further explaining that nowadays the 
definition of compensated dating is no longer confined to females. LM is the only textbook 
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mentioning males in relation to compensated dating, however, the textbook mention 53 
females while only 10 males being mentioned. It might create the stereotype that 
compensated dating is an social issue only affects females. Yet, a research jointly 
conducted by City University and Polytechnic University in 2010 had interviewed  more 
than 3600 secondary school students, the result shows that there are even more teenage 
boys involving in compensated dating than girls (Yeung , 2010).  
 
Another example would be internet addiction. The textbooks show the tendency of 
associating internet addiction with males. All of the textbooks cover the issue of internet 
addiction. The present study finds 9 images and 6 pieces of written texts in relation to the 
issue. Except for 1 image appearing in MMCE, the rest of the images and texts refer only to 
male characters. The public tend to associate internet addiction with males, but researches 
claimed that they could not find any evidence supporting this claim, and the existence of a 
gender difference among younger people with internet addiction remains equivocal. Some 
even claimed that female internet users were more likely to be addicted to the internet (Fu, 
Chan, Wong,& Yip, 2010).  The textbooks show a serious misunderstanding and gender 
stereotype towards internet addiction. This might cause the possibility of females having 
internet addiction being neglected, and it might affect the resources allocation as well as 
the prevention work for internet addiction.  
 
 
4.3 Characters’ domestic and social roles 
 
This study also looks at the domestic and social roles played by males and females. 
The number of domestic roles played by male characters and female characters appearing 
in the textbooks are counted.  In short, the results show that the number of female 
characters playing domestic roles is slightly more than male characters. Taking account of 
all 5 textbooks, the result shows that there are totally 77 female characters playing 
domestic roles, such as mother, daughter, and sister.  The result also shows that there are 75 
male characters playing domestic roles, such as father, cousin, son, and so on (Table 4.5).  
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Male domestic roles Amount  Female domestic roles Amount  
Father 30 Mother 43 
Son 33 Daughter  22 
Brother 9 Sister 9 
Cousin 1 Aunt 1 
Grandfather 1 Grandmother 1 
Stepfather 1 Granddaughter  1 
Total  75 Total 77 
   Table 4.5 Male and female domestic roles  
 
Overall, the total number of male domestic roles is similar to the number of female 
domestic roles appearing in the textbooks. Over the past decades, women have been 
playing an important and dominate role, due to traditional Chinese culture considering 
males as the breadwinners while females as housewives. The result here seems to show that 
women are no longer the only focus when it comes to family issues. The roles of males in 
domestic setting are being valued now. However, if the data is viewed more carefully, it can 
still be recognized that the frequency of father appearing in the textbooks is still less than 
the frequency of mother. The frequency shows that the role of mother is still being valued 
in domestic setting. Although the overall ration of male domestic roles to female domestic 
roles seems to be balanced, the belief of mother being responsible for taking care of family 
still exists.  
 
Except for domestic roles, social role of character is also the focus of the present 
study. Here, the employment situations of male and female characters depicted in the 
textbooks are going to be analyzed.  Throughout the five textbooks, there are totally 112 
characters that are depicted as having a job, about 61% of the characters are male 
characters, while only 39 % of the characters are female characters. According to the 
census and statistic department (2014) , the population of employed persons in 2013 was 
3728000, and 51% of the population are males while 49% of them are females (table 4.6). 
the hidden portrayal of male and females’ employment situations in textbooks does not 
match with the reality, and it is doubted that such gender representation is created by and at, 
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the same time, reinforcing typical gender stereotype that females are bread-takers while 
males are breadwinners.  
 
 
Portrayal of employed 
characters in textbooks 
Population of Employed 
persons in reality 
Difference 
Male Female Male Female Male Female 
Number of 
persons 
68 44 1916800 1811200 N/A N/A 
Percentage 61% 39% 51% 49% 10% 10% 
 Table4.6 Employment situations of males and females 
 
Apart from the number of employed characters, the characters’ occupations also 
matter. Some occupations seem to associate with particular gender. For example, all of the 
characters who play the roles of athletes, firemen, police and doctors throughout the five 
textbooks appear to be male characters. In contrast, all of the characters who play the role 
of nurses and homemakers appear to be female. Thus there are 4 images depicting working 
mothers, but 7 images depicting working fathers, which is almost a double of images 
portraying working-mothers. These portrayals would definitely strengthen and reinforce 
gender stereotypes in terms of social roles.   
 
4.4 Activities undertaken by male and female characters in images 
 
Finally, the present study analyzes the activities undertaken by characters in images, 
and the result shows that it seems that male and female characters tend to be related to 
certain activities respectively. For example, throughout the 5 textbooks, there are totally 23 
images relating to sports. 17 out of 21 depict male characters while only 6 of them depict 
female characters. Also, in those 6 images depicting girls, 2 of them are included in the 
section which is about gender stereotypes. Those 2 pictures aim to make gender stereotype 
explicit to students, and arouse students’ attentions about the issue. According to the 
research conducted by Luk and Lai Yau (1988), it was found that almost all of the images 
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depicting sports activities were only related to males. Such difference shows that gender 
stereotypes still remain, however, to certain extend, the level of gender stereotypes has be 
decreased.  
 
Another significant example is about housework. There are 13 images relating 
housework being found throughout the 5 textbooks.  11 out of 13 are depicting female 
characters. Only 2 out of 13 depict male characters, and one of them, again, is about 
understanding gender stereotypes, which aims to make gender stereotypes explicit to 
readers. The interesting point to note is that textbooks publishers would intentionally 
include images (such as a girl playing basketball, or a boy cooking at the kitchen) to arouse 
student’s attention about gender stereotypes. It match with the objectives of Liberal studies 
which aims to help students understand gender stereotypes and thus eliminate gender 
stereotypes as mentioned in chapter two. However, the tendency of gender stereotypes 
remains unshaken in other parts of the textbooks.  
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Chapter Five: Conclusion 
 
5.1 Summary of major findings 
 
To summarize, the present study revealed that even NSS liberal studies aims to arouse 
students’ attentions about gender stereotypes, gender stereotypes can still be found in Liberal 
studies textbooks, in terms of the ratio of male character to female characters, the domestic roles 
and social roles of the characters depicted in the textbooks, as well as the activities taken up by the 
characters. This study found that textbooks tend to include more male characters than female 
characters. As some previous studies have suggested that the presence or absence of one gender 
would affect people’s gender perception both consciously and unconsciously.  
 
Apart from the number and ratio of characters, the study also revealed a tendency that 
people tend to associated particular issues with particular gender. The present study found that 
females are always being associated with compensated dating while males would be related to 
internet addiction disorder.  However, statistics showed that there are males involving in 
compensated dating, while other researchers suggested that there is not evidence supporting 
gender as factors causing internet addiction disorder. It is obvious that textbooks publishers tend to 
associate gender with these two issues based on gender bias, reflecting on the materials being 
selected and included in the textbooks.  
 
Besides, domestic roles and social roles of characters depicted in textbooks also showed 
gender stereotype. Social roles and domestic roles of character, plus the activities they involve in 
are actually showing that the belief of “males as breadwinners while females as bread-takers” has 
deeply rooted in people’s minds which still could be seen in textbooks.   Overall, it could be easily 
observed that gender stereotypes still exist in the teaching materials. However, comparing the 
previous study conducted in 1980s, the level of gender stereotyping has already decreased.  
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5.2 Research Limitations and suggestions for further studies 
 
This is a rather small-scale research which only focuses on 5 liberal studies textbooks. It 
might make the results not representative enough, as there are also textbooks published by other 
publishers available in the market. And this research only focuses on the content and coverage 
parts. Actually there are still many aspects that could be analyzed, such as the linguistic aspect 
which refer to the use of language within the written text. Also this research only serves as a start. 
As textbooks focus on the communication have already produced, there is still plenty of room for 
studying, such as students’ views and reactions towards the textbooks and teachers’ opinions could 
also be taken account of. These could be the possible questions for further studies.   
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